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Kids in action

A friend of mine has a bumper sticker that says: “Be nice to your kids – they’ll choose your nursing home.” I suppose the corollary could be: “Teach your kids to be nice – they’ll run your nursing home.” I’m pleased to live in a community that is teaching kids the value of being nice. 

Eagles in Action is a service learning program that started at Peter Kirk Elementary School in 2003. The purpose of the program is to encourage students to volunteer in their school and community. The program founders believe that community service contributes to kids’ self-esteem, compassion for others, appreciation for diversity of people and cultures, and pride in their school and community.

Recently, five Highlands kids received Eagles in Action awards for community service: Sydney Kamuda, Bridget Wittke, Connor Gerth, Preston Ballou, and Katie Raabe.

Kids in the program record their volunteer hours, and twice a year they are recognized at a school assembly. Kids who reach a goal of 10 hours receive a stuffed eagle (see photo). Additional hours earn bronze, silver, and gold pins. 

Sydney Kamuda, beaming a Texas-sized smile, told me: “My favorite most fun thing to do was hang candy canes downtown at Christmas! The most useful thing I did was pick up litter by my friend’s house.”

Connor Gerth has helped with the neighborhood food drive, Spinney Homestead clean-up, decorating downtown Kirkland for Christmas, and making signs for the July 4th parade. He also helps with preschool Sunday School. His favorite project was Operation Iraq - this year he spent 16 hours packing boxes to be sent to the troops overseas!

Connor says: "It felt really good helping other people, and it was fun to meet new people. Doing volunteer work makes the world a better place."

Katie Raabe’s favorite volunteer work was wrapping presents for the homeless. “It made me feel great knowing that I was making someone's Christmas better," she says. "Doing volunteer work makes you feel really good inside. I love doing it!"

Katie saw another community need, and asked her mom if it would be OK to collect email addresses from her Highlands neighbors while she was selling Girl Scout cookies. She collected almost 30 addresses – thank you Katie! 

112th Ave NE sidewalk construction to begin this spring

For many years now, Highlands residents have had a vision: safe walking routes from our neighborhood to downtown Kirkland. One of the key missing pieces has been the south section of 112th Ave NE, between NE 90th and NE 87th.

At our recent Highlands general meeting I had the pleasure of meeting Atley and Sheila Ralston, who told me they petitioned the City Council to complete the sidewalk along 112th Ave NE ten years ago. Well, it took a while, but thanks to their efforts, and the efforts of many other people since then, it looks like we are finally going to get our sidewalk!

Last February, Highlands residents voted to use our $25,000 Neighborhood Connections grant for this project. City employees Kari Page, Neighborhood Services Coordinator, and Quinn Golden, Project Engineer, have been working with the Highlands sidewalk committee to design the safest, most attractive sidewalk we can within our budget. They both attended the Highlands general meeting on January 19 to explain the project and present the plans.  

The sidewalk will be constructed on the west side of 112th. Due to budget limitations, the path will be asphalt. In about six years the City plans to upgrade it to a concrete sidewalk with curb and gutters.

Due to the slope, the project will require building modular block retaining walls. Where the walls exceed 30 inches in height, City code requires safety fencing. This will be black, non-rusting, and non-climbable, and should look good for years.

To ensure that cars do not park on the walkway, there will be “No Parking” signs, and, costs permitting, concrete “bumpers.” 

The City hopes to begin construction early this spring. If all goes well construction will take about a week.

If your business would like to donate materials for this project (fencing, modular block, bumpers, gravel), please contact me. You can find my contact info at the end of this column.

Good news on railroad crossing 

Another missing piece of the Highlands-to-Downtown walking route is a safe crossing over the railroad tracks at 112th Ave NE and NE 87th. Based on recent conversations with Burlington Northern, the City is cautiously optimistic that construction of this long-awaited sidewalk will finally occur this spring or summer. BNRR will extend the concrete pad north about eight feet. The City will then build a sidewalk connecting the pad to the existing sidewalk on 7th Ave. and the new sidewalk on 112th. 

Enforcement of new tree regulations

Elizabeth Walker, Urban Forester with the City of Kirkland, also spoke at the general meeting. She gave a brief summary of the new tree regulations that went into effect on January 1. The main difference for existing homes is that you can now remove only two significant trees per year instead of five. While you do not need a permit to remove two trees, the City strongly encourages it, and there are advantages to having one. More than two trees can be removed under special circumstances, but in this case you must have a permit. 

Many people asked how the new regulations will be enforced. Elizabeth explained that enforcement is complaint-driven. If you see what you believe to be a violation of the new rules, you can report it. In emergency situations involving activities which must be stopped immediately to prevent irreparable harm, call (425) 587-3225 between 8:00am and 5:00pm, Monday through Friday. On evenings, weekends, and holidays dial 911. For non-emergencies, send an email to enf-planning@ci.kirkland.wa.us.

Elizabeth stressed that you should only call if you are sure that more than two trees are being removed.

Developers must follow different rules than homeowners. For details, go to http://ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/planning/trees.htm.

It’s a small world

There were several burglary incidents in our neighborhood in December. Email was sent to everyone on the Highlands email list letting them know what happened, and what the suspects looked like. A number of people said it was reassuring to know that if something happens in our neighborhood they will find out right away. They said it makes our neighborhood feel like “a smaller place.” 

If you aren’t on the Highlands email list and would like to be, there are two ways to sign up:

Go to http://groups.google.com/group/KirklandHighlands and click on Join Group. Or go to www.KirklandHighlands.org, click on the Contact Us link on the left, and send me an email.

Your email address will be kept private, and we try to keep emails brief, pertinent, and infrequent. 

