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Corner cleanup

Six large trees have been planted on the corner of 116th Ave NE and NE 87th: three Deodor Cedars, two Pacific Sunset Maples, and one Ginkgo Biloba. The maples will grow to 30 feet in height, and will turn orange and red in the fall. The Ginkgo will be bright yellow. The combination of colors should be gorgeous! 

The cedars and maples were paid for by our neighborhood grant money. The Ginkgo is a gift from the City of Kirkland. Each neighborhood was given an opportunity to select several Centennial trees, which the City will pay for and plant. Each tree includes a small Centennial plaque. Several Centennial trees will also be planted at Spinney Park.

A project like the corner cleanup looks simple, but involved dozens of hours of effort by many people, most of them volunteers. People like Sue Keller, Chair of the Highlands Tree Committee, who initiated and organized the tree planting effort. Sue passionately believes that trees are what give the Highlands neighborhood its character, as well as being critical for air quality and freeway noise buffers. She is active on the 405 widening committee and worked with the City in their effort to write new tree regulations. 

Others who helped with the corner cleanup include Phyllis Warman, a landscape designer who lives in our neighborhood, who helped us select which trees to plant. Michael Carrion, who lives on the corner next to the new trees, supported the planting effort by bringing us bottled water, and letting us use his hose to water the trees. He has also offered to water the trees until they are established. David Vantol from Everett Landscaping gave us a discount on the trees, as well as free delivery and staking materials. 

Last, but definitely not least, I’d like to extend a huge thank you to the corner cleanup crew, who turned out for several work parties on cold winter days to uproot a forest of Scotch broom, dig five large holes, and plant the trees: Jim Szabo, Steve Hager, Jim MacDonald, Kevin and Sue Keller, Jim Jung, Bob and Sydney Kamuda, Grant Erwin, and Jeff Lyon. Not only did everyone have a lot of fun working together on this project, but for as long as they live in this neighborhood, every time they drive past this corner I suspect they will all feel a surge of pride.  

As part of the corner cleanup, the owner of the home on the corner would like to rebuild his fence. However, cars keep running into it, so he is understandably reluctant to rebuild it until he can be sure it won’t be hit again. He and the Highlands board are urging the City to install a guardrail or other means of protecting his property. 

This is a very sharp corner, and there have been numerous car incidents here. Please remember to slow down when you go around this turn. Sometimes when people have hit the mailbox or fence here they have not stopped. If you know the license number of a car that has damaged private property and left the scene, please report it to the police, so the property owner can receive compensation for the damages. 

It’s finally final!

On December 13, the Kirkland City Council approved the Highlands Neighborhood Comprehensive Plan. The process took over a year, and involved many hours of effort, including by a number of volunteers from our neighborhood. 

The Comprehensive Plan is a blueprint for the next 20 years of development in Kirkland, and provides guidelines for preserving the character of each neighborhood. 

Bob Kamuda, Highlands Neighborhood Association Chair, was involved from the very beginning. At the Council meeting, he applauded the efforts of those involved: 

"From the first open house through the Working Group meetings, presentations to the Planning Commision, and public hearings, everyone involved was commited to preserving the Highlands as is. Core values of tree preservation, limited vehicle access, sidewalks on the main arterials, and keeping the existing development density and zoning were kept in the forefront. The members of the Working Group, Planning Department, Planning Commission, and the City Council all recognized the unique character of the Highlands, and through this Comprehensive Plan they have enabled us to articulate our wish to protect that uniqeness."

114th Ave NE intersection improvements

Citizens really can make a difference. Thanks to everyone who contacted the City regarding the 114th Ave. NE intersection design, the City is reconsidering the plan. According to Gina Hortillosa, Project Engineer with the Public Works Department, “As a result of the feedback received, and as part of the design process, the City is obtaining traffic counts and looking at the design of this intersection from different view points. Once more traffic information is obtained and a more complete evaluation of the intersection layout is completed, the City will provide an update.”

Railroad Crossing status

I am extrememly disappointed to report that I have no news on the railroad crossing walkway at 112th Ave NE and NE 87th. A City official was finally contacted by Burlington Northern, but I haven’t yet heard what was discussed. I hope to have more news for you next month.

As for the 112th Ave NE sidewalk, the Highlands sidewalk committee is in frequent contact with the City about the design plans. We are still on schedule to begin construction in the spring. Watch for more details next month as well.

Highlands meeting January 17

The next Highlands meeting is Thursday, January 17, at the Maintenance Center at 915 8th Street. The meeting starts at 7 pm. More information will be sent out in an email. 

Kirkland Highlands is a Google Group

The Highlands is now a Google group. What does this mean? While you can still contact me to get on or off the Highlands email list, or to change your email address, you can also now do all these things directly by going to http://groups.google.com/group/KirklandHighlands. To subscribe, click on Join Group, enter your email address and a password, and you’re done. To unsubscribe or to change your email address, click on “Unsubscribe or change membership.” There is also an unsubscribe link in each email you receive. Your email address will still be kept private, and the emails you receive will still come from me. 

Why did we switch to Google? The Highlands email list has grown too large for our “old-fashioned” system of bcc’ing everyone on emails sent from my computer. As of this writing, there are 165 email addresses in the list – this represents almost 20% of our neighborhood! 

The goal of the email list is simply to keep everyone in our neighborhood informed of issues and happenings they might care about but not otherwise hear about. We try to keep the emails brief, pertinent, and infrequent. We all benefit from being an informed and proactive neighborhood, so do consider signing up, if you haven’t already!

If you’d prefer to have me add you to the list, you can find my email address on our website. Go to www.KirklandHighlands.org and click on the Contact Us link on the left. 

