Summer is winding down, and the Highlands neighborhood association is ramping up for another year of neighborhood events and activities.  September is already a busy month, with a picnic on the 12th, our first meeting of the year on the 16th, a park work party on the 19th, and the second annual “Freeway series” softball game on the 25th! 

Picnic

The Highlands picnic will be held Sunday, September 12, from noon to 3pm. This year it will be held at Highlands Park, at 11210 NE 102nd St. Hot dogs will be provided. Bring your own beverage, and a side dish to share. There will be games for the kids, and a chance to meet some of the many nice and interesting people who live in our neighborhood. Come early if you can help set up. Contact Teresa Muro at tntmuro@gte.net for more information. 

Celebrity softball: Highlands vs. the Mayor!

Don’t miss the fun: Saturday, September 25, 1pm, at Spinney Park, it’s the second annual “Freeway Series” baseball game. The Highlands will play last year’s champs, North Rose Hill. Kirkland Mayor Mary-Alyce Burleigh plays for Rosehill. City Manager Dave Ramsay, who works for the Mayor, lives in the Highlands.  Come play ball with our local celebrities. The big trophy with the winner’s name is kept on display at City Hall.  Watch for more information in September, check our website, or email me.

City Manager to attend September meeting

Our next neighborhood association meeting will be held Thursday, September 16, at 7pm at the City Maintenance Center at 915 8th Street. Dave Ramsay, City Manager, will be giving his annual update on what’s happening at the City level. It’s a great opportunity to ask questions of a City representative. 

Neighborhood association meetings are short, often only an hour, and very casual. There’s usually a lot of laughter and socializing. I know people have busy lives, but do try to come to a meeting now and then – I guarantee you’ll go away feeling more connected to your community. We meet the third Thursday of odd months, September through June.

Many hands

On Sunday, September 19th, we’re having another park work party at Cedar View Park, and if it’s anything like the last two, it will be very fun! Come on down at 10am for an hour or so of weeding, planting, raking, and generally sprucing up our newest park. Bring gloves, leaf rakes, clippers, weeding tools, kids, and a smile or two.

A park with a view

Speaking of Cedar View Park, I watched the sunset from there the other night, and the view is gorgeous. One of these beautiful summer evenings, throw together a picnic, let the kids play on the swings, put your feet up on a bench, and give yourself a well-earned break from your busy life!

Although the Park Department has generously helped out here and there, the Highlands neighborhood is responsible for weeding and maintaining the park. Please help by plucking a weed or two when you’re there. The primary invaders are blackberries, so if you think of it before you go, grab a pair of gloves. 

Thank you to the North Rose Hill reader who saw my request for a compost bin, and donated hers. It’s now set up in the park, just waiting for weedy offerings. 

Please don’t throw garbage into the compost bin. The Park Department does not provide garbage service in this park, and I’m fairly certain that no Highlands resident wants to volunteer for this job. So please remember the hiking motto, and leave only footprints in our park. 

Need community service hours?

If your High School student needs community service hours, there are a number of ways they can help right here in their neighborhood, including park maintenance, litter cleanup, making and posting signs for events, and kiosk cleanup. We’re also looking for teens to participate in the neighborhood association, and to assist our treasurer with bookkeeping. Please contact me at karen@tinyisland.com if you want more information. 

Loose or barking dog problem?

I have noticed a lot of dogs running loose in the Highlands lately. Often dog owners believe their dogs won’t run out in the street, leave a “present” in a neighbor’s yard, or scare a passerby. But when a child or pedestrian sees a strange dog on the loose, they don’t know if it’s harmless. I walk a lot, and I find it very scary to see a barking dog running toward me. Besides being inconsiderate and illegal to let your dog run loose, it’s also a traffic hazard. 

Another common complaint are dogs that bark too much. If you have concerns about a loose or barking dog, the City of Kirkland has some tips:


   1. Contact the dog owner in a friendly way to make him or her aware of the situation.

   2. If you have a home owners association, or apartment manager, ask if they can intervene on your behalf.

   3. If these methods don't work, you can contact the City of Kirkland Code Enforcement Department to file a formal report. Call 425-576-2920 or 425-828-1251, or go to http://ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/planning/citycodenfcmnt.htm.

The Neighborhood Mediation Program can offer suggestions about how to approach your neighbor, or can provide actual mediation services. Contact them at 452-4091.

Sidewalk trimming

Did you know that you are responsible for keeping the sidewalks that abut your property cleared? Vegetation must not overhang the sidewalk, and must be trimmed to a height of seven feet above the sidewalk. The neighborhood walkers and bike riders, young and old, will thank you! Also, remember not to park on sidewalks, or block them with garbage or recycle bins. If you want to report an overgrown sidewalk, contact Noel Schoneman at 828-2238 or NSchoneman@ci.kirkland.wa.us. To report someone parked on a sidewalk, contact the Police non-emergency line at 828-1183.

All the news

The latest neighborhood news can be found right on our very own website, at www.KirklandHighlands.org. But if you really want to be the first to know, be sure to sign up for our neighborhood email list. You’ll hear about neighborhood and City happenings, but we won’t inundate with you emails (we send an average of one a month or less), and we’ll keep your address private. Email karen@tinyisland.com  to get on the list. 

