Traffic Open House

On October 19, the Highlands Traffic Task Force hosted an open house to share their proposal for traffic calming in the Highlands Neighborhood. The task force volunteers from the neighborhood were there, along with Noel Schoneman and Ellen McMahon, the City of Kirkland Traffic Control Coordinators, and representatives from the Fire and Police Departments. 

The Task Force has spent the past six months collecting data and other information, and they’ve put together a set of recommendations for reducing speeding and improving pedestrian safety in the Highlands. Their proposal must be approved by 70% of Highlands residents in order to be put before the City Council for funding, so the proposal needed to be both affordable, and popular with residents. 

Their recommendation is to relocate several speed humps, add one new speed hump, and convert all speed humps to slotted speed “cushions.” In addition, several new “Drive 25” speed signs will be installed. The proposal also includes two permanent speed radar signs (they display the speed limit, and then show your speed), but these are expensive, and funding is uncertain. 

The purpose of the Open House was to explain the proposal and ask for comments.  The turnout was lighter than hoped for, probably due to the excitement in the baseball playoffs that night! However, those who attended expressed approval for the proposal. 

The Traffic Task Force will hold a final meeting to evaluate comments in early November. Ballots will be mailed to all Highlands residents in December or January.

Take the “I Drive 25” pledge

Are you willing to sign a pledge to drive 25 mph in Kirkland neighborhoods? To encourage all the drivers in your family to do so? To help spread the word by displaying an “I Drive 25” message on your car? If so, you can get a high quality, magnetic “I Drive 25” car sign free from the City. These can be displayed on any metallic surface of a car, and won’t leave a sticky residue when they’re removed. To get yours, contact Noel Schoneman at nschoneman@ci.kirkland.wa.us or 828-2238.

Good emails gone bad

A number of email addresses on the Highlands email list have “gone bad.” If your email address has changed, please let us know. Send email to karen@tinyisland.com. We’ll keep your email address private, and we only send one or two emails a month. Don’t miss important information about traffic, projects, crime, and other issues that affect you.

We won!

On September 25, the Higlands neighborhood played the second annual “Freeway Series” softball game against the North Rose Hill neighborhood. Over 30 people showed up. It was an all ages event, and each team included five kids. According to Bob Kamuda, Highlands team captain, “a real small town good time was had by all.” The highlights were when two young girls, Clair Magallaner from the Highlands and Emily Johnson from North Rose Hill, sang the National Anthem before the game. Before the last inning they sang “Take Me Out to the Ballgame.” 

Everyone was having so much fun that no one paid much attention to the score. However, the North Rose Hill delegates have generously informed us that they believe the score was 7-6, Highlands. Congratulations Highlanders, and thank you North Rose Hill for a great idea and a great time!

$25,000 grant process begins

Kari Page, City of Kirkland Neighborhood Services Coordinator, will attend the next Highlands neighborhood meeting to talk about the $25,000 the Highlands will be receiving as part of the Neighborhood Connections Program. She will explain how the program works, and what kinds of projects we could spend the money on. 

We’ll also be holding the annual elections for Highlands Neighborhood Association (HNA) President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Board members at large. If you are interested in being more involved in neighborhood projects and decisions, consider being on the board. Most positions require only a few hours a month or less. 

The meeting will be November 18, at 7 pm, at the Maintenance Center on 8th Street. See www.kirklandhighlands.org for directions. The Highlands Neighborhood Association meets five times a year, the third Thursday of odd months September through May. 

Wanted: Treasurer

Treasurer is one of the HNA positions open this year. This position requires about three hours a month. The Treasurer is responsible for keeping track of our annual budget, filling out an annual report to the City, keeping a log of  volunteer hours, writing reimbursement checks, and coordinating our bank account. If you are interested in this position, please email me, or just come to the November 18 meeting.

A failed experiment

Despite a sign saying “No garbage; weeds only please,” the compost bin at Cedar View Park filled up with garbage, so we had to remove it. Instead, we’ve created a weed pile, tucked in the corner. If you see weeds in the park, please pull whatever you can and add it to the pile. 

Speaking of Cedar View Park, the paved trail on the south side is complete, and a gate is on order. Very soon now pedestrians will be able to walk from NE 88th to NE 90th via the park. Don’t forget to check out the gorgeous view as you pass through! 

Wood in the ‘hood

It’s heating season again. If you burn wood, please be sure to observe burn bans, and get your chimney cleaned annually. The Puget Sound Clean Air Agency says that wood smoke is more toxic than cigarette smoke, causes cancer, and causes respiratory disease (including asthma) in children, so it’s critical to minimize the amount of smoke coming out of your chimney. It is illegal to burn plastic or garbage, and you can burn paper only in small amounts, to start a fire. For more information, or to register a wood smoke complaint go to http://www.pscleanair.org/burning/indoor/index.shtml.  

