Photo caption:

Esther Staley, far right, in 1925, at age 16, with her family, The Burton Family Musicians

*****************************

Goodbye Esther

Several weeks ago, the Highlands’ oldest resident, and a part of Kirkland history, passed away. Esther Staley, who lived on Slater Ave. NE, was 94 years old. She had lived in the Highlands for almost 60 years. 

Born in Douglas, Wyoming in 1909, Esther was the third of seven children. Everyone in her family sang and played several instruments. When they moved to Franklin, Nebraska in the early 1920’s, they formed The Burton Family Musicians. They played regularly on KFKX radio, and performed traditional music concerts throughout Nebraska. 

The stringed instruments in the photo are a matched set of Gibsons. If the set were still intact, it would be worth “a small fortune,” says Esther’s daughter, Marilyn. But over the years, the instruments went their separate ways. 

Esther was very proud of the fact that she was the youngest member of the Hastings High School Varsity basketball team, and the only sophomore, when they won the Nebraska State title. After high school she attended Hastings Business College. 

In 1928 she married Eugene Goodwin and they moved to Iowa, where her daughter Marilyn, and son Robert, were born. In 1942 the Goodwin’s moved to Washington State to be near the rest of Esther’s family, who had moved west and settled in Juanita and Kirkland. Esther’s father owned most of the top of Finn Hill. “He just loved that view,” says Marilyn. “He had a great big farm and after he retired he grew gladiolus.”

Esther’s father and two of her brothers owned the Burton Piano Shop at the site of the old Lake Washington Shipyards (now the location of Carillon Point). 

During World War II, Esther worked at the shipyard. After it closed, she went to work for the Lake Washington School District, and became the State’s first female Director of Purchasing. She was responsible for purchasing the land and all the equipment for Lake Washington High School. “She purchased everything, down to the last pencil,” said Marilyn. 

When her children were in high school Esther moved into downtown Kirkland to be near their school and her job. Marilyn loved living so close to the ferry terminal. “We could wait to hear the ferry whistle, then leave our house, and get to the terminal in time to catch the boat. We lived on that thing! Sometimes we rode back and forth just for fun.” When the ferry got to the other side of the lake, a bus was waiting to take passengers to downtown Seattle. Many kids took the ferry over from Seattle to go to high school here in Kirkland. “I miss that ferry more than anything else,” Marilyn said. 

Esther and her sister Nicky sang with the Philomel Singers of Seattle and in the Kirkland Congregational Church. (In the photo, Nicky is the young girl in front, on the left. She lives in Sequim now, and is the only person in the photo still living.) 

Back then, Kirkland High School (now the site of Waverly Park) had a large auditorium where musicals and many other community events took place. Esther met her second husband, George Staley, when they both sang in a production of HMS Pinafore. George was a talented singer, and had the lead role. He grew up in the craftsman home at 113th and NE 90th, between the two A-frame houses. (Marilyn and her husband Hal built the easternmost A-frame themselves in the early 1970’s.) 

Esther and George were married in 1947, and George’s friend Lyman Ballinger helped him build the house on Slater Ave. NE where George and Esther spent their married life. Marilyn lives in the house today. 

The Ballinger family owned most of the south side of NE 90th, between 116th Ave NE and 112th Ave NE. Their business, Ballinger Boat Works, was located at the west end of NE 90th, and they built yachts and other large boats. 

Esther and George were avid boaters, and co-founded the Yarrow Bay Yacht Club. They traveled all over the world representing the Yacht Club when he was Commodore and later, Secretary of the International Blue Gavel Club (an organization of past Commodores). They spent from May to September of each year on their boat, the “Westwind,” fishing and cruising the waters of the San Juan and Canadian islands. 

They were also members of the Carousel Dance Club, which held monthly formal dances. Marilyn remembers them dressing up in ballgowns and tuxedos: “They just loved to dance!”

Esther is survived by two children, eight grandchildren, sixteen great grandchildren, and one great-great granddaughter. 

Sign etiquette

Did you know that real estate and garage sale signs may not be placed on utility poles or the outsides of our kiosks? The City of Kirkland does have requirements for the display of signs. As garage and house sale season gets in full swing, signs are springing up on every corner, pole, and kiosk in the Highlands. Many Highlands residents feel these signs are a blight on our neighborhood landscape. There are too many of them, they aren't always taken down in a timely manner, and many end up as litter strewn in bushes and ditches. Please do your part to keep our neighborhood looking nice: respect the rules, take down your signs after an event, and pick up litter when you can. 

********** [If the article is too long, please remove this section between the asterisks]

Signs may be placed:

- On private property only with permission

- On unpaved, unlandscaped, or unimproved public right-of-way areas where they will not impede or obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic

- On landscaped strips between sidewalks and paved roads that are not adjacent to parks or other public property

Signs may NOT be placed:

- In the median strips of roads or in public landscaped areas, such as the lawn and planter areas adjacent to the City entryway signs

- On sidewalks or paved roadway surfaces

- In public parks

- In fire lanes or within three feet of a fire hydrant

- Taped, stapled, or nailed to utility poles or street trees

Any sign in violation of any of these requirements may be removed by the City and disposed of. I assume citizens can also remove violating signs, but I am not certain of this.

*******

You can see the full text of the regulations at http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/planning/pdfs/re-signs.pdf, or contact the City’s Code Enforcement Officer, Judd Tuberg, at (425) 828-1251 for additional information.

Thanks to the Parks Department

The Kirkland Parks Department has done a lot for our neighborhood. They did most of the landscaping of our new park, and installed the fence, swing, benches, and table. They installed a water fountain at Highlands Park, and a port-a-potty at Spinney Park. They make sure the parks are mowed before neighborhood events, and that garbage is picked up afterward. 

The Highlands Board wanted to let the Parks Department staff know how much we appreciate them. Bob Kamuda volunteered to deliver ice cream bars to one of their staff meetings. He said, “The Parks folks loved the gesture. I got a loud round of applause after my thank you speech.” 

On June 15, Teresa Muro attended a City Council meeting and presented a framed letter thanking the Parks Department, City Council, and Park Board for their support of our neighborhood parks.  

