Photo caption: Bob Kamuda, Highlands Vice President, and his daughter Sydney, age 7, put the finishing touches on the new kiosk behind Peter Kirk Elementary 

More humps in the ‘hood?

In response to concerns about speeding and pedestrian safety in our neighborhood, a Highlands neighborhood traffic task force was formed several months ago. The group is led by Noel Schoneman, a City of Kirkland Traffic Control Coordinator, and includes volunteers from our neighborhood, and City representatives. The task force is studying the traffic issues in our neighborhood and evaluating possible solutions. 

The task force will hold a neighborhood open house in the fall. After reviewing the input they receive, they will send out a ballot asking residents to vote on the proposed traffic solutions. This is the same process that the Downtown Kirkland neighborhood went through before installing the traffic circles on 7th Avenue.

New speed and volume data

To help the task force evaluate traffic in the neighborhood, the City recently collected new speed and volume data. The speed data are “85th percentile speeds,” meaning that 85% of the vehicles are traveling at or below this speed. Noel Schoneman says: "Ideally, the 85th percentile speed should be the same as the legal limit of 25 mph, but our goal is to get the speed under 30 mph." 

Here is a sample of the data for our neighborhood.

112th Avenue NE: 

· 31 mph northbound; 32 mph southbound (including near the speed humps)

116th Avenue NE:

· On the curve between NE 87th and NE 88th: 27 mph northbound; 30 mph southbound 

· Between NE 90th and NE 91st: 33 mph northbound; 34 mph southbound 

· South of NE 95th, on top of the speed hump: 23 mph 

· On the curve between NE 95th and NE 97th: 27 mph

· Between NE 100th and NE 104th: 33 mph

East-west cross streets:

· NE 97th Street, between 111th and 112th Avenue NE: 32 mph westbound (downhill); 28 mph eastbound (uphill)

· NE 87th Street: 31 mph westbound (downhill); 32 mph eastbound (uphill); 5950 vehicles per day west of 114th Avenue NE and 4950 vehicles per day east of 114th Avenue NE

· Other cross streets: 24-26 mph; 95 to 235 vehicles per day

The Three E’s

There are three parts to an effective traffic calming program: Education, Engineering, and Enforcement.

Education 

The Highlands is a peninsula, with no cut-through traffic. That means that most of the speeders live here, and local education efforts could be effective. Possible education solutions could include:

· Neighborhood Speed Watch: Volunteers are trained to use radar guns and report speeders to the Police Department. The Police Department then sends letters to the registered owners of the speeding vehicles. The letters are not citations.

· A permanent radar sign, like those being used in Bellevue. However, these cost about $10,000 each to purchase and install. Bellevue has had mixed results with their effectiveness in 25 mph zones.

· Additional signs.

Engineering 

The City policy is to use physical devices, such as speed humps, only on streets 

where the 85th percentile speeds exceed the legal speed limit by at least 5 mph, and where there are between 200 and 3000 vehicles per day.

Physical devices can only be installed if 70% of those who vote on our neighborhood ballot approve. Also, the abutting property owners must be willing to have the devices in front of their property.

The Fire Department says that each traditional speed hump causes an 8-10 second delay in their response time. Although slotted speed humps, or cushions, reduce this delay, the Fire Department does not want traffic calming devices on streets that are designated as Primary Response Routes. In the Highlands, these currently include most of 112th Avenue NE, 116th Avenue NE, and NE 87th Street.

Possible engineering solutions could include:

· Relocate the existing speed humps on 116th Ave NE to the south end of the street. The volumes here exceed the 3000 vehicle per day threshold for traffic calming devices, so the City would have to approve an exemption. 

· Add slotted speed cushions on 116th Ave NE, between NE 100th and 104th Streets, if the Fire Department approves.

· Install signage and striping to prohibit passing on 116th and 112th Avenues.

· Convert the speed humps on 112th Avenue to slotted speed humps and move them closer together. They appear to be spaced too far apart to be effective. 

· Add a slotted speed cushion on NE 97th Street, west of 112th Avenue NE.

· Build sidewalks along 116th Ave NE, and along streets designated as elementary school walking routes.  The task force will prioritize the sidewalk needs for the Highlands, in preparation for a possible sidewalk bond measure.

Enforcement

The Police Department Traffic division only has two officers and a supervisor, so enforcement resources are limited. Possible enforcement solutions could include:

· Continue periodic enforcement on 116th Avenue NE. This approach has not been very effective, however, so more frequent enforcement is hard to justify. 

· Occasionally lower the speed threshold at which officers issue citations, to 6 mph over the speed limit, instead of 10. Sgt. Ursino recommends that the neighborhood be notified in advance of such a “low threshold” enforcement period.

For more information about the Highlands Traffic Task Force, contact Noel Schoneman at (425) 828-2238 or nschoneman@ci.kirkland.wa.us.

Neighborhood Picnic September 12

The Highlands annual neighborhood picnic will be held Sunday, September 12, from 12-3pm at Highlands Park. Hot Dogs will be provided. Please bring a potluck item to share. Do you have any ideas for fun games? Can you volunteer to bring a barbecue? Can you help shop, plan, or set up? Please contact Teresa Muro: tntmuro at gte dot net or 889-0405.

 ‘Bye Joan

Joan Johnson, who, along with her daughter Sara, contributed numerous articles to this column, has moved to Chicago. Good luck, Joan, and thanks for all you did for our neighborhood!

Weeders Needed

Cedar View Park is being invaded by blackberries and scotch broom. We will organize a work party in September. Meanwhile, if you have a minute, please pop in and pull a few weeds! Can anyone donate a small, sturdy compost bin that we can install in the park for collecting the weeds? Please let me know: karen at tinyisland dot com.

Oh Deer!

A small doe was spotted heading west on NE 90th the other morning. My neighbor, who has lived in the Highlands for 40 years, says she has never seen a deer here. Another neighbor tells me there is a family of deer who live on the other side of the NE 100th Street overpass. So apparently our new bridge is being used by more than just people and fire engines! 

Lost Pet?

If you lose a pet, please use the neighborhood kiosks to post your flyers. Do not post flyers on utility poles. It’s against City code, and your signs will be removed.

Sidewalk status

The City of Kirkland is considering putting a sidewalk bond on the November, 2005 ballot. If you’re interested in being on the Sidewalk Bond Exploratory Committee, contact Kari Page at 425-828-7973 or kpage@ci.kirkland.wa.us. The Committee will meet approximately once a month. If you want more information about the bond itself, contact Ray Steiger at 425-828-1238. 

Neighborhood Connections program

The Highlands will soon receive another $25,000 City grant for a project in our neighborhood. The last grant was used to create Cedar View Park. Be thinking about what you would like to use the money for this time. The ideal project will benefit our whole neighborhood. More information will be available in September.

