Your chance for 114th Ave NE design input

Did you know that the intersection at NE 85th St and 114th Ave NE is being redesigned? Don’t miss your chance to see the design proposal and give your input. Will this design meet our neighborhood’s needs? Will it really help reduce traffic backups? Will it still include that hairy “S” curve? 

Please join us on Thursday, November 17 at 7 PM at the Maintenance Center on 8th Street. Gina Hortillosa from the Kirkland Public Works Department will present the design proposal for the intersection improvements. The project includes an additional left turn lane from southbound 114th Ave. NE to eastbound NE 85th Street. 

For more information about this project, you can contact Gina at ghortillosa@ci.kirkland.wa.us or 425 587-3828.

What is the Highlands Neighborhood Association?

The Highlands Neighborhood Association (HNA) is an incorporated, non-profit organization, with written bylaws. The bylaws state that the purpose of the HNA is “to enhance the livability of the area by establishing and maintaining an open line of communication and liaison between the neighborhood, government agencies, and other neighborhoods, and to provide an open process by which all members of the neighborhood may involve themselves in the affairs of the neighborhood.”

Membership is free and open to all residents, property owners, business licensees, and nonprofit organizations located within the Highlands.

Who elected these people?

Who are the people who organize our neighborhood picnics, work parties, and meetings, and decide how our grant money is spent? Who elected them, anyway? The Highlands Board is made up of volunteers that were elected by whoever showed up at our last annual election. Well, it’s annual election time once again. If you want a say in who runs your neighborhood association, please come to our November 17 meeting!

The current HNA board is Bob Kamuda (acting Chair), John Braun (Treasurer), Karen Story (Secretary), Steve Hager, Teresa Muro, and Zita Gustin (Board members at large), Sue Keller and Andrea Gerth (405 widening committee liaisons). The board members have all been working dedicatedly on a variety of projects to improve community, safety, traffic, sidewalks, parks, schools, activities, and quality of life in our neighborhood. 

There are several open positions this year.  The commitment is surprisingly minimal, usually only 1-2 hours a month. 

The Vice Chair attends the general and board meetings, each of which are held five times a year. The Vice Chair coordinates with the Chair to ensure that one of them attends other important meetings. 

The Secretary attends the general and board meetings, types up the minutes, and emails them to the board members for review and approval.

The KAN Representative attends five meetings a year and emails a short report to the board members after each meeting.

In addition, we could use help with posting signs, and keeping the website updated.

Many hands make light work. With your help, our neighborhood association can do even more great things. Do consider getting involved! Oh, and did I mention that it’s a lot of fun?

Scotch broom bye bye

The corner of NE 87th and 116th Ave NE has become a Scotch broom forest. Come help us yank ‘em out. Yes, folks, it’s time for another Fall Cleanup Day in the Highlands!  

Please meet at the kiosk on 116th Ave NE on Saturday, November 19, from 9-12. Come when you can, for as little or as long as you can. Bring gloves, shovels, rakes, clippers, and loppers. Dress for the weather, and remember that weeds are easier to pull when it’s raining!

All ages are welcome, and we can sign volunteer hour sheets for High School kids. If there are enough volunteers, some of us will go down to clean around the kiosk on 112th Ave NE.

Food Drive

The Fifth annual Highlands Food Drive took place on October 15. I’m writing this before the event, but I wanted to take the opportunity to thank all the people who make the food drives happen: the volunteers who take an hour out of their busy lives to help, and especially Debbie Ohman, who coordinates everything, including scheduling the volunteers, putting up signs, checking to make sure every shift is going smoothly, and delivering the food to the food bank. 

Our food drives benefit Hopelink’s food bank right here in Kirkland.

Project updates 

The Highlands board is getting bids on replacing the backstop at Highlands Park with a taller one. The current backstop doesn’t stop all the fly balls, as some local windshields can attest.

The neighborhood association is still hoping to plant some trees around the neighborhood this fall. The City may provide additional trees and planting help. If you know of a location that needs a tree, please let us know. Watch this column and our email list for more information.

Beautification of the Highlands sign on 114th Ave NE is on hold until after the intersection design plans are finalized. 

There is still no word from Burlington Northern Railroad about when they will extend the concrete pad at the NE 87th St. crossing, and when they will approve the City’s sidewalk design. We’re told that the new BNRR project manager has a large backlog of projects, but we hope to hear from him soon. 

The 112th Ave NE sidewalk is currently being designed. We hope to be able to present the design at our November 17 meeting.

The NE 95th St development permit has not yet been finalized.

Send me ideas for this column

Are there any issues you’d like to see covered in this column? Do you have any news about a person or event in our neighborhood? Please send me ideas and suggestions for this column anytime. My email address is on our website (see below).

Email list

Want to know what’s going on around here? Get on the Highlands email list. Go to our website at www.kirklandhighlands.org and click on the “Contact us” link on the left.

