Relief for the morning commute

In an effort to reduce the morning backups on 114th Ave. NE, the City of Kirkland is planning to add an additional left turn lane from southbound 114th Ave. NE to eastbound NE 85th Street. Funding will come from the CIP as well as from Sound Transit, WSDOT, and King County Metro. 

The design should be completed in 2005, and construction in 2006. If you have any questions about this project, please contact Gina M. Hortillosa in the Kirkland Public Works Department at ghortillosa@ci.kirkland.wa.us, or call 425 587-3828.

Party in the park

The view of the lake was still as lovely as ever, but the park itself wasn’t looking so great. Weeds had spent the winter doing what weeds do best: growing and spreading. Thanks to the volunteers who turned out for the Cedar View Park spring work party on June 25, the park is beautiful once again. Over a dozen people pulled a small mountain of weeds and moved a large mountain of bark. The old maxim held true: many hands made light work, and had fun in the process. A special thanks to Dave and Sherrie Morts, Bob Campbell, and several others who kept going long after the work party ended, until the entire 10-plus yards of bark had been moved! 

Where is that sidewalk?

We all wish they could be done sooner, but the sidewalk projects on 112th Ave. NE are moving forward, slowly but surely. The section of sidewalk that will cross the railroad tracks is in the design phase. Once the design is completed, it must be approved by Burlington Northern. 

The section of sidewalk on the west side of 112th Ave. NE, between NE 87th and NE 90th, is being surveyed. The survey should be completed by the end of July. We have found a contractor who can create the drawings in October, but are hoping to find someone who can do them sooner. However, it’s a very busy time of year in the construction business. 

Speaking of sidewalks

The City of Kirkland is in the process of reviewing its list of Capital Improvement Projects (the “CIP”) for 2006-2011. The current CIP includes a sidewalk on the east side of 116th Ave. NE, between NE 94th Street and NE 100th Street. Construction had been slated to begin in 2006, however, according to Ray Steiger of the Kirkland Public Works Department: “As [the CIP] is currently drafted, 116th Ave is planned to begin with design in 2007 and construction will be in phases from 2008 through 2009. The significant investment needed along NE 85th Street to coordinate with improvements being co-funded by Sound Transit has forced us to shift 116th Ave out by one year.”

For more information about the NE 85th Street improvements, go to http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/planning/pdfs/rosehill/Flyer.pdf.

A public hearing to review and comment on the preliminary CIP will be held in August. I will send an email to everyone on the Highlands email list once a date is determined. You can also sign up to receive City Council agendas via email at http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/council/egenda.htm.

What about the sidewalk bond?

The sidewalk bond committee recently completed a survey of 400 Kirkland residents to determine the level of support for a sidewalk bond next year. The results are quite interesting, and you can see them at http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/council/councilPacket/071905/10c_UnfinishedBusiness.pdf.

In a nutshell, the level of support for school walk route sidewalks (Tier 1) was fairly high. But the level of support for other neighborhood sidewalks (Tiers 2 and 3) and a maintence levy (Tier 4) did not appear to be high enough to pass at the polls. After doing some additional research, the committee will make a bond recommendation to the City Council at their August meeting.  

Tier 1 sidewalks in the Highlands include: 116th Avenue NE between NE 94th and NE 100th Streets; NE 100th Street between 112th Ave NE and 116th Ave NE; NE 95th Street between 112th Ave NE and 116th Ave NE; and 111th Avenue NE between NE 100th and NE 104th Streets.

Note that the 116th Ave. NE sidewalk is also on the CIP. If this project is funded by a sidewalk bond, its CIP money would trickle down to other CIP projects. 

New houses coming soon

Work on the NE 95th Street housing development is slated to begin in late August or early September. 

The developer has volunteered to improve visibility on the southeast corner of NE 95th and 116th Ave. NE, but the details have not yet been worked out. We are also working with the City to widen the shoulder here, to make it safer for pedestrians. This is even more important now that construction of a sidewalk here has been delayed until at least 2008. 

What’s the plan?

The Planning Commission is putting the finishing touches on the Highlands Comprehensive Plan draft, and will present it in phases to the City Council at their August and September meetings. The Highlands working group will reconvene in mid-October to review the resulting draft.

A Public Hearing to solicit final input will be held on October 27. The City Council hopes to adopt the final plan at their meeting on December 6. 

The best picnic ever

Our neighborhood picnic is tentatively scheduled for Sunday afternoon, September 18, at Highlands Park. Since this is Kirkland’s Centennial year, the City hopes neighborhoods will go all out to host the best picnics ever. They are offering to help each neighborhood with picnic planning and funding. If you are interested in helping with planning, or have any ideas for making this a fun family event, please send me an email. Go to our website (www.kirklandhighlands.org) and click on the Contact Us link. 

Right-of-ways the right way

Remember that each of us is responsible for keeping the City right-of-ways around our homes maintained. Please make sure that vegetation does not overhang sidewalks or reduce visibility. To report an area that needs trimming, you can contact Noel Schoneman at 587-3870 or nschoneman@ci.kirkland.wa.us.

Traffic task force work nears completion

The speed cushion work in the Highlands has been completed. Several speed bumps were removed, several new slotted cushions have been installed, and the remaining bumps have been converted to slotted cushions. 

A double yellow centerline has been painted on 116th Ave NE. This will hopefully deter passing by drivers impatient with those who are driving the 25 mph speed limit.

Foundations have been poured for the two permanent radar signs that will be installed on 112th Ave. NE this summer.

Meet and greet

Come meet a neighbor or two. The next Highlands neighborhood meeting will be held on Thursday, September 15 at the Maintenance Center on 8th Street. Meetings are held only five times a year, on the third Thursdays of September, November, January, March, and May, and are an opportunity to meet neighbors, and hear about issues that affect our neighborhood. 

What do you know?

Want to know what’s happening in the Highlands? Get on our email list! Go to www.kirklandhighlands.org and click on “Contact Us”. We only send a few emails a month. 

