To yield or not to yield – confusion continues

Over a year ago I wrote about the yield sign at the westbound NE 85th Street offramp from 405. At that time, I was told by the Kirkland Police Department that “If you are in the offramp lane and are going to turn right onto 114th Avenue NE, you have the right of way.” However, the Washington State Patrol says otherwise. 

In the June 10 issue of the Seattle Times’ On the Road column, State Patrol Trooper Kelly Spangler said “The yield sign on the ramp means ramp users must yield to drivers already on Northeast 85th Street.” In other words, drivers exiting 405 must always yield to drivers on NE 85th, even if those drivers are changing lanes to turn right onto 114th Ave NE. 

This answer makes a lot more sense to me. Yield means yield, right? In my opinion, traffic would also flow more smoothly and safely if drivers who want to merge left onto NE 85th stopped at the yield sign and waited. If they pull forward and wait in the right turn lane, drivers on NE 85th who want to turn onto 114th can’t move into that lane, and everything slows down. 

The Washington State Department of Transportation (DOT) has plans to improve this offramp, but it won’t happen for several years. 

If you have an Eastside traffic question you can email it to the Seattle Times at east@seattletimes.com, or you can fax it to 425-453-0449 or postal mail it to The Seattle Times Eastside News Bureau, 1200 112th Ave. NE, Suite C-145, Bellevue, WA 98004.

A tip of the hat to our Treasurer

Last September, Julia Hungerford, our faithful treasurer of many years, resigned. John Braun, who had moved to our neighborhood only a month previously, volunteered to be our new treasurer. Julia had made it look so easy that I don’t think most of us realized how much she had been doing. We told John the position wouldn’t take much time at all. Well, we were wrong! It turns out that the treasurer is responsible for all kinds of things, and John has spent countless hours getting our neighborhood books in order.  

Did you know that the City of Kirkland offers each neighborhood $3500 a year in grant money? However, to qualify to receive the money, the neighborhood must fill out a grant application, track all expenditures, and provide dollar-for-dollar matching funds in money, donations, or volunteer labor. All of this must be documented in two annual reports sent to the City. 

In order to avoid having to pay taxes on this money, our neighborhood is a non-profit corporation. To keep this status we must fill out forms every year. In addition, there is annual tax paperwork, bank statements to reconcile, and checks to write.

So I just want to take a moment to say a huge thank you, John, for all the work you’ve done on behalf of our neighborhood! 

NE 95th development hearing results

On June 2, the City of Kirkland held a hearing regarding the proposed subdivision on NE 95th Street, east of 116th Avenue NE. Several Highlands residents expressed their concerns about the need for pedestrian and safety improvements at the intersection of 116th Avenue NE and NE 95th Street, and requested that approval of the development be contingent upon these improvements. 

The speakers requested that the vegetation on the southeast corner of the intersection be trimmed to improve sight distance, and that the shoulder be widened and graveled to provide a safe place for people to walk.

The developer generously offered to help with brush clearing, even though they are not required to do so, because the volume of traffic that will be generated by the development is not high enough to require off-site traffic or roadway improvements.

The City of Kirkland has a budget for Capital Improvement Projects, called the “CIP.” The current CIP includes funding for sidewalks on 116th Avenue NE between NE 94th and NE 100th Streets. The work is scheduled to begin in 2006 and be completed in 2009. Most of the 2006 expenditures will be for planning and engineering, but there is enough construction money in the 2006 budget to pay for the section of sidewalk between NE 94th and NE 95th. The speakers at the hearing requested that this section of sidewalk be constructed in 2006. 

The hearing examiner released his decision on June 14. He approved the development, and concluded: “It appears that off-site pedestrian and roadway upgrades requested by the public will be provided as part of the City’s CIP process.” 

Congratulations, neighbors! 

Congratulations to our North Rose Hill neighbors! On June 12, they won the 2005 Highlands vs. North Rose Hill Freeway Cup softball game 8-7. After days of rain, the sun emerged to shine down warmly upon the 50 or so men, women, girls, and boys who showed up at Mark Twain field. About 20 people played on the Highlands team.

After a rousing rendition of The Star Spangled Banner, sung by all, everyone sang Happy Birthday to Sydney Kamuda, daughter of Highlands team captain Bob Kamuda, whose 8th birthday fell on game day. 

The game itself only lasted about an hour, and there was some great pitching, hitting, catching, and fielding. I was impressed! There was ample opportunity to socialize on the sidelines and get to know some of our North Rose Hill neighbors.

After the game birthday cake was served while Bob Kamuda presented the Freeway Cup trophy to Mayor Mary-Alice Burleigh of the North Rose Hill team. 

I confess that I’m not a sports fan, and I had mixed feelings about “giving up” a sunny Sunday afternoon to attend a softball game. But I had a great time, and I will definitely be there next year! 

112th Ave Sidewalk Project update

The Highlands Neighborhood voted to spend its 2005 Neighborhood Connections program money to build a sidewalk on 112th Avenue NE. The goal of the project is to close the sidewalk gap on the west side of 112th, between NE 90th and NE 87th, and connect to the sidewalk the City will be building across the railroad tracks. 

The sidewalk committee consists of three volunteers from the Highlands (Steve Hager, Jeff Lyon, and myself ), as well as Kari Page, the City Neighborhood Services Coordinator, and Quinn Golden, a City Project Engineer. 

The first step in the process is to have a survey done. We have contacted several survey companies for bids, and hope to have the survey completed by the end of July.

After that we will hire an engineer to make drawings. When the drawings are complete, the project can be put up for bidding. Once the bids are received, we will determine how much of the work we can afford to do with our budget. 

If all goes well, construction could begin as early as September.

For More Info

To keep informed about what’s happening in the Highlands, get on our email list. Go to www.kirklandhighlands.org and click on “Contact Us”. We only send a few emails a month. 

