And the winner is...

The Neighborhood Connections ballots have been counted, and the winner is (drum roll please):

 “Contribute to the Burlington Northern Railroad/City of Kirkland project to create a pedestrian walkway across the railroad tracks at 112th Ave. N.E. and N.E. 87th St. Funds will go toward extending the sidewalk as far as possible.” 

The railroad crossing improvements are a joint project with the City of Kirkland. City funds will pay for the sidewalk over the track itself, and the Neighborhood Connections money will pay to extend the sidewalk as far as possible. One idea is to fill the sidewalk gap on the east side of 112th Ave. N.E. between N.E. 87th St. and N.E. 88th St. The City will prepare design ideas and cost estimates.

In the coming months, the Highlands board will also be looking at ways to complete some of the other projects on the ballot. We hope to use volunteer labor, donated materials, and other City grant money to do projects such as beautify the Highlands entrance, clean up the kiosk areas, and keep the port-a-potty at Spinney Park.

Additional information about the ballot results and project plans will be provided at the May 19 Highlands neighborhood meeting.

Don’t miss “Talk About Town”

Don’t miss the next Highlands neighborhood meeting. Dave Ramsay, Kirkland City Manager and Highlands resident, will give his popular “Talk About Town.” He’ll update us on what’s happening in the City, and he’ll answer our questions, so come prepared with yours. Dave says “I prefer to talk about whatever is on folks' minds.” 

Kari Page, City Neighborhood Services Coordinator, will present the Neighborhood Connections ballot results. Come find out more about the exciting projects in store for our neighborhood! 

The meeting is Thursday, May 19, at 7 pm, at the Maintenance Center, at 915 8th St.

Another Egg-cellent Egg Hunt 

Many, many thanks to Sue Keller, who organized the 4th Annual Highlands Spring Egg Hunt on March 26, and to the volunteers who helped her, including husband Kevin, who reprised his critically-acclaimed role as the Easter Bunny. Unfortunately, much of the rain we didn’t get this winter decided to fall that day, and Sue wondered if anyone would come. But very little deters a child from hunting for candy, and come they did. Sue says “The Egg Hunt was almost a wash. But the suit materialized, the bunny suited, and ultimately, about 25 eager kids came to hunt. Hot coffee was flowing and we set up tailgate-style with mini muffins and scones and bunny cookies for the kids. It was very pleasant.” 

Let’s Play Ball!

Mark your calendars! The annual Highlands vs. North Rose Hill Freeway Cup Softball Tournament will be held Sunday, June 12, at 1 pm, at Mark Twain Elementary. Happily, Bob Kamuda has volunteered to head up our team again this year. All ages are welcome, as are beginners. See the Highlands website for details: www.kirklandhighlands.org. 

Traffic Task Force Updates

The speed hump on N.E. 105th Lane has been converted to a slotted speed cushion. The two speed humps on N.E. 97th St. will be converted soon.

In May, four “Drive 25: Respect our Neighborhood” street signs will be installed on or near 112th Ave. and 116th Ave. N.E. at N.E. 87th St. and N.E. 100th St. These signs will be color-coordinated with the magnetic bumper stickers that several Highlands residents are sporting on their vehicles. Noel Schoneman, Neighborhood Traffic Control Coordinator, says, “This great idea, which was developed by the Highlands Task Force, has caught on in other Kirkland neighborhoods. So you might start seeing these more often throughout Kirkland.”

Additional projects are slated for this summer. I’ll provide updates in this column.

If you have any comments or questions about the Highlands Traffic Control Plan, contact Noel Schoneman at 587-3870 or nschoneman@ci.kirkland.wa.us.

Sidewalk bond update

The Sidewalk Bond Committee has prepared a proposal for a 2006 sidewalk bond. Come to the open house on May 11, from 4-7 pm at the Maintenance Center, 915 8th St. For more information, go to http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/pw/sidewalkbond/sidewalk.htm.

N.E. 95th Street Development

The City has received a permit application to subdivide eight lots on N.E. 95th St. into 25 lots. The parcel is located east of 116th Ave. NE, next to the freeway sound wall. Tony Leavitt, City Planner, says: “Residents may still submit comments until the close of the Hearing Examiner Hearing. The hearing will be in either late May or early June. A Notice of Hearing will be sent out approximately two weeks prior to the Hearing.” 

The Highlands Neighborhood Association Board has sent a letter to the Planning Department requesting visibility improvements to the intersection at 116th Ave. N.E. and N.E. 95th, and pedestrian improvements on 116th, before the new development is approved. 

For more information about the proposed development, go to www.kirklandpermits.net and enter Case # PSB04-00001. 

If you have any concerns or comments about this proposal, you can send a letter to Project Planner Tony Leavitt, 123 5th Ave., Kirkland WA 98033, or you can email tleavitt@ci.kirkland.wa.us. Be sure to include your name and address, and mention Case # PSB04-00001.

Anyone who submits written comments or speaks at the hearing becomes a Party of Record, and will receive written information about the permit status and the hearing examiner’s decision.

111th Ave. Connection?

Will 111th Ave. N.E. be connected through to Forbes Creek someday? Here is an update on the status of this proposal.

The Transportation Commission report (see http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/planning/pdfs/MNH_page/April_21_05_memorandum.pdf ) says "111th Ave N.E. should be considered as an emergency vehicle connection and non-motorized connections should not be precluded from future consideration. The Commission did not come to a conclusion as to whether or not [the connection] should be considered for vehicular traffic. Some Commissioners felt that the proposed vehicular link would provide helpful circulation to the City while others felt that the impact to the Highlands neighborhood would be too great if the connection were made."

However, in 1995, the first time a crossing at 111th was proposed, Burlington Northern (BNR) wrote a letter to the Kirkland City Council stating that BNR "would adamantly oppose any new construction of any railroad grade crossings." BNR would only consider allowing a new crossing if the City would close two existing crossings and meet a number of other stringent criteria. Mike Cowles, the BNR representative who wrote this letter, says the policy has not changed. 

The proposal is part of the Highlands Comprehensive Plan update. A public hearing was held April 28. If you missed the hearing, you can still comment on the crossing proposal or the Plan itself. Send a letter to the Planning Department at: City of Kirkland, 123 5th Ave., Kirkland WA 98033, or email Planning Commissioner Joan Lieberman-Brill at jbrill@ci.kirkland.wa.us. To sign up for Comprehensive Plan email updates, go to http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/planning/mnhpage.htm.

You can read the Planning Commission report at: http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/planning/pdfs/MNH_page/April_21_05_memorandum.pdf.

Keep up with the Jones’s

The Jones’s are on the Highlands email list – are you? Don’t miss out – get on the mailing list and you’ll always know what’s happening in your neighborhood. Go to www.kirklandhighlands.org and click on “Contact Us”. We keep your address private, and we only send a few emails a month.

