Another successful food drive

Thank you to all the volunteers and the generous residents of the Highlands for making the January 29 food drive another huge success. We filled two vans with enough food to make the suspensions sag. The food was delivered to the Hopelink food bank in downtown Kirkland. Once again, the workers there were amazed at the amount of food we had collected. Debbie Ohman did a great job of organizing the event and coordinating the volunteers. Debbie says that in the future she plans to organize one food drive a year, probably in October. 

What I like best about the food drives, besides helping people in need, is that I get to meet new people. This was the third Highlands food drive I’ve worked at. At each one I’ve met the volunteers from the shifts before and after mine, as well as people dropping off food. There are a lot more familiar faces in our neighborhood now, and I like the sense of community that gives me. 

Please report kiosk vandals

The new kiosk on NE 97th, behind Peter Kirk Elementary, is being vandalized. Signs and posters are being removed, and the cork has been torn. If you have any information about who is vandalizing the kiosk, please call the Police non-emergency line at 587-3400. Your comments are confidential. Until we can resolve this issue, we won’t be able to use the kiosk. 

Doggie do’s and don’ts

The number of at large dogs in our neighborhood seems to be increasing. I’ve seen at least three large dogs running loose in the south end of the Highlands alone. Loose dogs are at risk of being hit by cars or causing accidents. They also scare children and pedestrians. Here in Kirkland, it is illegal for dogs to be at large or to trespass. At large means your dog is off your property and not on a leash. Trespassing means your dog is on another person's private property without their permission.

To report an at large or trespassing dog, or a barking problem, you can find an Animal Control Report of Complaint or Problem form on the King County Animal Control website at http://www.metrokc.gov/lars/animal/services/field.htm. County Animal Services officers can also investigate vicious animal complaints and may be able to provide humane traps to capture nuisance stray pets. If your animal is impounded, fees range from $45 to $90.

Please do your part to keep the Highlands a safe, friendly, clean, and quiet place to live, and keep Fido and Barkley on your property, or on a leash.

Neighborhood Connections Program update

Look for a Neighborhood Connections Ballot in your mailbox soon. Neighborhood Connections is a City program that gives $25,000 to each neighborhood in Kirkland every three years, and allows the neighborhood to decide how to spend the money. Residents were given an opportunity to submit ideas in November, and now each household gets to vote on which projects they want to fund. 

As you are filling out the ballot, keep a couple of things in mind:

· Pick the three projects you prefer, and list them in order of priority.

· The total dollar amount of the three projects you choose can exceed $25,000. 

· Costs are rough estimates only.

The results of the vote will be announced at the May 19 neighborhood meeting.

On track for crossing improvements

The Burlington Northern railroad tracks at 112th Avenue NE and NE 87th Street are the main crossing point for pedestrians walking to downtown Kirkland from the Highlands, or from North Rose Hill across the 405 pedestrian bridge. The crossing is not currently safe for pedestrians. In addition, this is one of the two main entrances to the Highlands neighborhood, and let’s just say it doesn’t do us proud in terms of beauty or esthetics. 

Well, there’s good news! The City of Kirkland will be receiving $24,000 in sidewalk fee-in-lieu funds from a developer of two homes on 112th Avenue NE, and the City Council has voted to use the funds to construct pedestrian improvements over the railroad tracks. 

Fee-in-lieu means that instead of building a sidewalk in front of a development, the developer gives the money to the City for use elsewhere. In the case of the 112th Avenue development, installing a sidewalk in front of the two new homes did not make sense. The sidewalk would have been isolated along a high rockery with no connection to walkways at either end, and because it’s on a curve, there is no safe crossing point for pedestrians to access the sidewalk.

The City agreed to use the funds for street improvements elsewhere in the neighborhood where they will be more effective.

Additional funds for the railroad crossing project may also be available from Burlington Northern, and from the Neighborhood Connections Program. The Highlands neighborhood will work with the City to design pedestrian improvements that will make crossing the tracks safer, and also beautify this main entrance to our neighborhood. 

Sidewalk bond info at March 17 neighborhood meeting

At the March 17 Highlands neighborhood meeting, the Kirkland Sidewalk Bond Exploratory Committee will tell us about the 2006 sidewalk bond proposal. This committee has been meeting since September to discuss sidewalk priorities and costs, and to help determine the level of community support for a sidewalk bond and maintenance levy. The committee is made up of almost thirty people representing business, schools, neighborhoods, seniors, and local government.

Come find out which sidewalk improvements are being proposed in the Highlands, and how you can help support the bond measure. 

More information about the sidewalk committee is available at http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/pw/sidewalkbond/sidewalk.htm
Road safety improvements

As you come around the big curve at the south end of 116th Avenue NE, be sure to notice the new reflective paint and buttons. Hopefully these will help keep cars in their own lanes and improve safety on this sharp corner.

Are you in the know?

If you’re on the Highlands email list, you know that it’s a low-key, unobtrusive way to find out what’s going on around here. If you’re not on the list, it’s never too late! Go to www.kirklandhighlands.org and click on “Contact Us”. We’ll tell you about events, meetings, and volunteer opportunities, but there’s no pressure to participate. We keep your address private, and we only send one or two emails a month. Spread the word - invite a neighbor to sign up too.

