Welcome new HNA board members

The Highlands Neighborhood Association welcomes two new board members. Zita Gustin is now a board member at large, and John Braun has volunteered to be Treasurer. 

Zita and her husband, Ken, have lived in Kirkland since 1988 and here in the Highlands since 1992.  Zita says, "I still remember the day, almost 17 years ago, we had just arrived in Washington and had turned the wrong way off exit 18 and ended up in downtown Kirkland.  The minute I saw the downtown park, I knew that I was "home".  We chose our home in the Highlands because we wanted to be within walking distance of downtown Kirkland and Peter Kirk Park.  We absolutely love it here!"

Zita’s son, Nick, graduated from Lake Washington High School in 1998 and served 4 years in the Marine Corps. "Nick was in Iraq for nine months last year,” says Zita. “We are very thankful that he is home and safe.  Our hearts and prayers go out to those who still have family members serving in Iraq."

Zita became involved with the neighborhood through volunteering on the Highlands Traffic Task Force committee.  "In recent years, I've noticed more speeding and dangerous driving here in our neighborhood," Zita said.  "I'm especially concerned for our elderly neighbors who enjoy walking, and I wanted to do something to make it safer. I'd also like to encourage more of our neighbors to get involved in the "I drive 25" campaign. Just being more aware has helped me to slow down, not only in our neighborhood, but anytime that I'm driving through a residential area."

Zita and Ken have owned and operated an espresso catering business for the past 12 years.  Zita also works in Real Estate.

John Braun and his wife of 18 years, Susan, moved to the Highlands this past August. They came from Indiana 11 years ago, and lived in Bellevue and unincorporated King Country before moving to the Highlands. John says, “We picked the Highlands after Susan researched the area and liked the neighborhood.”

“I wanted to become more involved in my community,” says John. “I noticed the ad for the treasurer position [in this column] and thought it might be a good fit with my experience.”  John works for the City of Bellevue Utilities Department as an accountant. He is also Treasurer for his church. 

John’s hobbies include Bible study and playing basketball.

Proud Project of the Month

I felt very proud recently when I received an email from Kari Page, the City of Kirkland’s Neighborhood Services Coordinator, and noticed that she had selected Cedar View Park as the Neighborhood Connection Program “Project of the month.” Thanks to the efforts of many Highlands residents, and enormous support from Kari, the City Council, the Parks Department, the Park Board, and others, the Highlands neighborhood was able to parlay our last $25,000 grant into an asset worth many, many times that much.

The Highlands will receive another $25,000 Neighborhood Connection Program grant in 2005. The deadline for submitting project ideas was December 15. As of December 14, Kari had received 53 submissions. Suggestions for use of the grant money include beautification and lighting of our neighborhood entrance and sign, permanent radar speed signs on 112th and 116th Avenues NE, a covered gazebo or other  improvements to Highlands Park, lights for our kiosks, and more street trees.

Come to our January 20 neighborhood meeting for more information! 

January Food Drive

Our next neighborhood food drive is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, January 29th, from 10 am to 3 pm. Donated food will be given to Hopelink in downtown Kirkland, to be distributed to people in need right here in our community. Hopelink needs peanut butter, pasta, rice, tuna, canned fruit, tomato products, and juice, and personal care items such as toilet paper, shampoo, toothpaste, and toothbrushes. Donations of cash, or checks made out to Hopelink, will also be accepted, and receipts will be available.

Volunteers are needed to work one hour shifts at the kiosks. It’s a fun way to meet neighbors, and feel good about helping those in need.  For additional information, or to volunteer, contact Debbie Ohman at debbieandjerry@yahoo.com or 827-4407. Details will also be available via email, on our website, and on the kiosks.

Next meeting January 20

Neighborhood meetings are held five times a year, on the third Thursday of odd months September through May, at the City Maintenance Center at 915 8th Street, at 7 pm. They’re brief, informal, informative, and fun.

At our January 20 meeting, Larry Martin, CEO of Milliken Martin LLC, will describe and answer questions about the multi-story, mixed-use project being proposed at the corner of Lake Street and Central Way in downtown Kirkland. The site is now occupied by US Bank and a City parking lot.  

Kari Page will talk about the Neighborhood Connection Program. She will share the list of ideas that was submitted, and explain how the voting phase of the process works. 

Traffic Task Force update

The Highlands Traffic Task Force proposal is complete, although not all parts have been approved. Some highlights of the proposal include: 

- Conduct speed education via magnetic “I drive 25” bumper stickers (contact Noel Schoneman to get yours), additional speed limit signs (to be installed soon), permanent radar signs on 112th Ave NE (budget permitting), and additional speed enforcement on the “Cotton Hill” (NE 97th Street) walk route to Peter Kirk Elementary School.

- Paint double yellow “no passing” stripes on NE 87th Street and 116th Avenue NE between 114th Avenue NE and NE 100th Street. This work will be done next summer.

- In addition to restriping the curve on 116th Ave NE, add reflectors to help slow traffic and keep cars in their own lanes. This work will happen as soon as weather permits.

- Convert all speed humps to slotted speed cushions that don't slow fire trucks. 

- Relocate a speed hump on 112th Ave NE from its current location south of NE 94th St to a new location south of NE 100th St.

- Relocate two speed humps on 116th Ave NE from their current locations north and south of NE 100th Street, to new locations north of NE 92nd Street and south of NE 91st Street.

No speed humps will be relocated until the City has talked to the adjacent homeowners to hear their concerns. In addition, the City will send out an informational flyer to all neighborhood residents. For more information, contact Noel Schoneman, Neighborhood Traffic Control Coordinator, at 587-3870 or nschoneman@ci.kirkland.wa.us.

More news is good news

To find out more about what’s happening in the Highlands, check out our website at www.KirklandHighlands.org.

To get on the Highlands email distribution list, contact karen@tinyisland.com.

