Highlands Neighborhood Council Meeting
September 20, 2007 7pm

Maintenance Center, Kirkland

About 30 people attended the September 20 Highlands Neighborhood meeting. 
Jeff Rotter, Supervisor of the Kirkland Parks Department, presented three designs for a new playground at Spinney Park Homestead. Attendees were invited to vote for their favorite design of the three presented. Rotter said each of the options were designed to fit within the existing playground space and would not exceed the budgeted $25,000 for the improvement. They were designed for children ages 5 to 12. Rotter didn’t have a definite completion date for the project, but he expects it will be done before next spring. 
Following the meeting, attendees made their selections. The design that received the most votes was the Gametime playground, designed by Site Lines Park and Playground Products.
Next, Eric Osborne, Location Manager representing the ABC network’s Extreme Makeover Home Edition, detailed what would happen if the Chapin family of Kirkland wins the home makeover. The Chapins, who live on 116th Avenue, were one of five finalist families. [On September 26, ABC announced the Chapins as the winner, and construction is currently underway at this writing.] Osborne said if the Chapins won, then 116th would be closed to traffic, and demolition would begin on the 27th. Construction would continue through Tuesday, October 2, with the Chapins returning for the final “reveal” on Wednesday, October 3. Osborne cautioned residents and neighbors to expect noise, bright nighttime lighting and general disruption during the week. He said letters were sent to Highlands residents detailing detours and stages of the project. He noted a spectator area would be set up across the street from the home and residents would be invited to watch the project every day from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Further details on the project, including volunteer opportunities, are available on the city website: http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/Community/Project511.htm
